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Felix Nussbaum (1904—1944) The Folly Square, 1931
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Interrupted Narratives and Migrating Voices:

The Performative Power of Mascha Kaléko'’s Poetry

This paper explores how Mascha Kaléko’s continued use of German in her
poetry and performances challenged post-Shoah Jewish and Israeli efforts to
suppress the language of the perpetrators. After migrating to ]erusalem in 1960
and refusing the Fontane Prize due to a former SS ofhicer on the jury, Kaléko
used her voice to resist national narratives, asserting a transnational German-
Jewish identity. Her work reveals how language, voice, and migration can
disrupt and reshape cultural belonging.
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